
: ;vV'';2# :: Before entering into the election data analysis, a 
few thoughts are in order on the "Alessandfi phenomenon" 
which has been sweeping Chile. To begin with, the Chileans 
1 have- shown a deep-rooted desire since the 1940's for strong 
leadership. . I n 19 52 they elected ex-Generai Ibanez who had 
been the power behind President Arturo Aless andr i in the 1920's 
and an unconstitutional dictator himself in the 1930's. 

Crossing party lines, the people voted Ibanez back to power 
expecting a Strong-man but he disappointed them by his bland 
and muddled leadership. ; Essentially, Ibanez wanted to go 
r down in history as a democrat and, in fact, in his last 
official act he returned the Chilean Communist Party its 
• : legal ; St atus . I n 1958 , J Or ge Aless andr i was el ec ted on the 


theme 


And . in Frei, the Chileans 


expect ed the S am 0 st re tig t h and determination he had shown in 
his many years as. an4>Qppositipn senator. Aless andr i, of 
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course, tTid not have a successful term of office nor was he 
particularly firm in his leadership. However, it is in 

comparison with Frei that Alessandri again conveys that 
quality of firmness which the Chileans so desperately desire. 

3. The 1958 election also merits a brief review a!s the 
election was close indeed. j 

1958 Election * 

Jorge Alessandri 31.6% 

,-v Salvador Allende 28.9% 1 

'Eduardo Frei 20.7% ,• • 

Luis Bossay 15.6% . 

Antonio Zamoran o • 3.3% 

/ • j 

Allende only lost by 33,500 votes and a splinter candidate 
(Zamorano) alone attracted 41,300 lower class votes.'that 
would for the most part have gone to the FRAP candidate. 

Of course, that special aspect of the 1958 election is always 
noted by observers and analysts, and rightfully so. However, 
for purposes of 1970 the most interesting thing to note is * 
the Alessandri vote which totaled 31.6 percent of the vote. 
The question it raises, simply, is. this:. . How can we be 
confident that Alessandri in 1970 will do. any better? |lt is 
worth mentioning that Chile in .1958 was far worse off economi- 
cally and politically than it will be when the Chileans go 
to the polls in 1970. In the Ibanez years of 1952-1958 
inflation averaged fifty percent per year . In one year the 
rate reached 83 percent ; in essence prices doubled. Under 
Frei inflation will probably average -between 25 and 30 j per- 
cent, practically the same as Alessandros own 27 percent 
annual inflation average from 1958-1964. Therefore, while 
new observers in Chile might think things there are now 
unusually bad, they should keep in mind that in 1958 things 
were worse and Alessandri only polled 31.6 percent — noi 
enough to win in a three-way race. Another point wort^i 
mentioning is that Alessandri probably had as much "image” 
going for him in 1958 as he has today. His father, Arturo, 
is the most popular president of this century. He wrote 
the Constitution of 1926 which is still in force; he broke 
the back of the ultra-conservative landowners; he introduced 
the first serious social legislation; he was re-elected, to 
the presidency from 1932-1938. Yet, in 1958, 68.4 percent 
of the Chileans did not vote for his son. 
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